Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 303974 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-05 DODE-OO MCE-00 TRSE-00 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 EB-08 COME-OO /031 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/RA:COL. WPGROSS:PM 
APPROVED BY NEA/RA: SEPALMERJR. 

NEA/ARP:DWINN 
PM/SAS :DKEENE 
OSD/ISA:RZWART 

118385 220214Z/62 

R 211951Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

UNCLAS STATE 303974 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:MASS, MU 

SUBJECT : ARMALITE RIFLES 

REF: MUSCAT 1796 

1 . BEFORE WE CAN RESPOND TO QUERY REFTEL, WE NEED ADDITION- 
AL INFORMATION TO PIN DOWN MORE ACCURATELY WHAT OMANIS 
WANT. PROBLEM IS DESIGNATION QUOTE ARMALITE UNQUOTE 
IDENTIFIES SEVERAL DIFFERENT WEAPONS RATHER THAN ONE. 

2. IF OMANGOV WANTS STANDARD U.S.-ISSUE M-16, WHICH 

IS MILITARY VERSION OF ORIGINAL ARMALITE-DESIGNED AR-15 
(AND NOW MANUFACTURED BY COLT), PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES 
WOULD BE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT THAN IF OMANIS HAVE SOME- 
THING ELSE IN MIND. THERE IS, FOR INSTANCE, THE ARMALITE 
AR 18, A COMMERCIALLY DEVELOPED MILITARY-TYPE ASSAULT 
RIFLE WHICH FOLLOWED THE AR-15, BUT WHICHHASNEVER BEEN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 303974 

ADOPTED BY THE U.S. MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. ARMALITE AND 
ITS LICENSEES MAKE WEAPONS OF OTHER DESIGNS AS WELL. 

3. WITH MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION IN HAND, WE WILL 
BE IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE BETTER ANSWERS. VANCE 
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Document Source: CORE 
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Expiration: 
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ISecure: 1 
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Previous Classification: n/a 
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Review Event: 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
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